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For Immediate Release, please: Monday, August 27, 2012 

Governor Deval L. Patrick to Preside as Honorary Chair of Made in the Berkshires
Pittsfield, MA – Berkshire Theatre Group and Artistic Director/CEO Kate Maguire are pleased to announce that Governor Deval L. Patrick will preside as Honorary Chair of 2012’s Made in the Berkshires arts’ Festival, to be held this year over the Columbus Day weekend. Made in the Berkshires is sponsored by Kate & Hans Morris and Morris House Antiques & Interiors LLC.

The Festival opens with a gala performance at the Colonial Theatre on Friday October 5th. The Made in the Berkshires festival, now in its second year, features plays, films, dance, music and multi-media created and presented by local Berkshire County artists. 

“The Festival was such a huge success last year,” said Kate Maguire, “co-curators Hilary Somers Deely and Barbara Sims have, once again, helped put the spotlight on the incredibly vibrant arts community in our region. The 2012 festival will take place over a single weekend; with eight performance blocks utilizing both the Colonial and the Stockbridge theatre facilities. We’ve been able to schedule over 30 separate performances involving 100 local artists!”


“In some ways we are more ‘professional’ this year,” said Barbara Sims, “thanks to a support grant secured by Pittsfield’s director of cultural affairs, Megan Whilden, we were able to enhance our web site and we received a record number of submissions which presented a real challenge to Hilary and I.” 

“However, it is in the nature of live performance for there to be lots of surprises and special moments—some planned and some not!” added Hilary Somers Deely. 

The final schedule is currently being finalized and will be announced just after Labor Day.

Festival-goers have the option of purchasing tickets for individual performance blocks at $15 or they can purchase an all performance sponsor pass for $100, which allows them immediate seating at any performance and venue, as long as they arrive fifteen minutes prior to show time. Future information on the festival and ticket availability can be found at www.madeintheberkshires.org or directly from The Berkshire Theatre Group ticket office at 413-997-4444.

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (408 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 10,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.



