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For Immediate Release, please: Thursday, November 15, 2012

Berkshire Theatre Group’s Seventh Annual Community Production of A Christmas Carol will Return to The Colonial Theatre
Pittsfield, MA – Berkshire Theatre Group is pleased to announce the reprise of its annual community production of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, adapted by Eric Hill and presented for the second time at The Colonial Theatre. A Christmas Carol is sponsored by Greylock Federal Credit Union, Guardian Life Insurance, Blantyre, Country Curtains and The Red Lion Inn. This community production is dedicated to the memory of Jack Fitzpatrick.  
 
A Christmas Carol runs December 15–30 at The Colonial Theatre. Tickets to A Christmas Carol are $25-$50. Contact the Colonial Ticket Office at 111 South Street, Pittsfield by calling 413-997-4444. Tickets can also be bought online at www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. The Ticket Office is open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm or on any performance day from 10am until curtain.

Revel in the joy and redemptive power of Christmas as told in the timeless tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, the infamous miser who is reformed and shown the error of his ways by four spirits. Journey back to Victorian England and experience the classic story filled with terrific turns and infused with holiday music. Before each performance of A Christmas Carol arrive early and be treated to a performance by BTG’s Children’s Chorus of Holiday music and sing-a-longs in The Garage. On December 22, visit Santa and Mrs. Claus in The Garage from 11am to 1pm.

Artistic Director/CEO, Kate Maguire, comments that “In 2006, we introduced Berkshire audiences to our production of A Christmas Carol at our Unicorn Theatre. The production instantly became an annual favorite. Last year—we moved to The Colonial Theatre where A Christmas Carol has found a wonderful new home. The Colonial is a perfect setting for this timeless tale about goodness and greed. The Garage, our lobby space, gives audiences the opportunity to have a complete evening out with pre-show entertainment and holiday snacks at this most treasured time of year.”

Eric Hill will return as director and in the role of Ebenezer Scrooge, and Associate Education Artist, Travis G. Daly, will assistant direct. Returning BTG company members include Michael Brahce, Ralph Petillo, Gail Ryan, Tom Towne, Christopher-Michael Vecchia and Margaret Wild. Joining the community cast this year will be graduate students from BTG’s partner academic institution, Brandeis University, Sarah Elizabeth Bedard, Nicole Dalton, Sam Gillam and Jonathan Young; four of Berkshire Theatre Group’s Artists-in-Residence, Lily Christie, Jacob Gold, Cody Lee Miller and Courtney Wood; in addition to 27 Berkshire County children. 

Eric Hill (Director, Adaptor) will return to direct and play Ebenezer Scrooge for the seventh year in a row. This past summer Mr. Hill directed Berkshire Theatre Group’s production of A Chorus Line. Additional BTG directing credits include The Who’s Tommy, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Macbeth, Endgame, Faith Healer, The Einstein Project, Amadeus, The Glass Menagerie, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and The Caretaker. Previous acting credits include A Man for All Seasons, Dimetos and The Father. Mr. Hill also serves as the Louis, Francis and Jeffrey Sachar Professor of Theater Arts at Brandeis University and lives in Richmond, MA with his wife Kate Maguire and son Alexander.
A Christmas Carol
by Charles Dickens
adapted and directed by Eric Hill
assistant directed by Travis G. Daly

With scenic design by Carl Sprague, costume design by David Murin, lighting design by Matthew E. Adelson and sound design by J Hagenbuckle. 


Cast:
Chorus: Charlotte Adelson

Mrs. Crachit: Sarah Elizabeth Bedard
Chorus: Lindsay Belair

Peter Crachit: Ali Bourzgui

Narrator: Michael Brahce
Chorus: Holly Chappell
Mrs. Fred, Chorus: Lily Christie
Chorus: Lucy Cooper

Tiny Tim: Sam Cooper

Martha Crachit: Iris Courchaine

Laundress, Chorus: Nicole Dalton
Party Guest, Chorus: Caroline Fairweather

Fan, Chorus: Emma Foley
Dick Wilkins, Chorus: Daniel Garrity
Fred: Sam Gillam

Watch, Young Solicitor, Belle's Husband: Jacob Gold

Ebenezer Scrooge: Eric Hill
Newspaper, Topper: Timothy Jones

Belle: Amy Kane
Chorus: Aidan Koczela

Chorus: Hanna Koczela
Chorus: Emilee Logan

Chorus: Lily Lothrop

Dorit Crachit: Michelena Mastrianni

Young Scrooge: Cody Lee Miller
Belle's Daughter, Chorus: Keely Rose O'Gorman

Solicitor, Fezziwig, Snuff Box, Undertaker: Ralph Petillo
Mrs. Fezziwig, Charwoman: Gail Ryan
Chorus: Abigail Schilling

Chorus: Alice Marie Sheehan
Chorus: Ryan Sullivan

Student, Turkey Boy, Chorus: Henry Taylor
Younger Scrooge, Chorus: Rufus Taylor
Chorus: Marcella Tenuta

Chorus: Sophia Tenuta

Want, Chorus: Emelyn Theriault

Ghost of Christmas Present, Chorus: Tom Towne

Bob Crachit: Christopher-Michael Vecchia
Ghost of Christmas Past, Party Guest: Margaret Wild
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, Chorus: Courtney Wood

Ignorance, Chorus: Colin Young

Jacob Marley, Old Joe: Jonathan Young

Performance Dates:
Saturday, December 15 at 7:30pm (Opening Night)
Sunday, December 16 at 2pm
Thursday, December 20 at 7:30pm
Friday, December 21 at 7:30pm
Saturday, December 22 at 2pm and 7:30pm
Sunday, December 23 at 2pm
Thursday, December 27 at 7:30pm
Friday, December 28 at 7:30pm
Saturday, December 29 at 2pm and 7:30pm
Sunday, December 30 at 2pm 

As with past community productions, A Christmas Carol is not appropriate for review as it is part of BTG’s training, education and outreach programs.

For promotional images, please go to: http://gallery.berkshiretheatre.org/main.php?g2_itemId=7561

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (400 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 17,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.

