[image: image1.jpg]UNICORN:COLONIAL -FITZPATRICK

BERKSHIRE

———THEATRE GROUP —





Press Contacts: 

Rebecca Brighenti, (413) 448-8084 x11

becky@berkshiretheatregroup.org

www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

Colleen Hughes, (413) 448-8084 x15
colleen@berkshiretheatregroup.org

www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
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Singer/Songwriter Matt Cusson will Play The Garage and Teach Songwriting Workshop
Pittsfield, MA –Matt Cusson will be performing at The Garage on November 9 at 8pm, preceded by a free songwriting workshop at 4pm. Aspiring songwriters will be able to learn from this award-winning singer/songwriter, who has played with the likes of Brian McKnight, Cee Lo Green and Javier Colon.

Tickets to the 8pm performance are $15, the 4pm workshop is free of charge. Contact the Colonial Ticket Office at 111 South Street, Pittsfield by calling 413-997-4444. Tickets can also be bought online at www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. The Ticket Office is open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm or on any performance day from 10am until curtain. 

An extraordinary songwriter, musician and Pittsfield native, Matt Cusson is an exciting new talent in today’s music. Matt attended Berklee College of Music, where he performed in the exclusive "Singer Showcase", which highlights the school's top eight singers. He cites many musical influences, such as James Taylor, Stevie Wonder, Djavan, Miles Davis, and John Mayer, just to name a few. Even more impressive is the list of artists he has performed with, including Stevie Wonder, James Taylor, the Roots, Babyface, Christina Aguilera, and Livingston Taylor. 

Matt has been working and touring with his mentor and friend, Brian McKnight for the past several years. He also performs regularly with Javier Colon, the 2011 winner of the hit NBC show The Voice. Matt performed with both Javier and Cee Lo Green for the 2011 Rockefeller Tree Lighting show. Javier sings the soulful duet “Same Old Song,” on Matt’s debut album, and Matt is a featured pianist on Javier’s upcoming album with Universal Records.

Matt is a three-time "Amateur Night at The Apollo" winner, has performed with Brian McKnight on Live with Regis and Kelly, and was a musical guest on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, ABC's The View, and Bravo's Millionaire Matchmaker, where he performed his song "Here's To You and Me." He was a featured performer on the international Michael Jackson - Man In The Mirror tour in 2010. 

Perhaps more inspiring is his constant effort to share his talent by supporting various charities, such as the Susan G. Komen Foundation, Songs of Love, Defenders for Children, Hillcrest Educational Center, and Community Resources for People With Autism, as well as his local food pantry. It has always been in Matt's nature to give back, and although Matt has performed all over the world, he remains very close to his family and friends in his hometown of Pittsfield, MA.

“You can tell right away when Matt starts playing that he is the real thing.” – James Taylor
“Matt has an incredible gift.” – Brian McKnight

For promotional images, please go to: http://gallery.berkshiretheatre.org/main.php?g2_itemId=7372

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (400 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 17,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.

