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For Immediate Release, please: Monday, September 24, 2012
Michael Bellar and the As-Is Ensemble Perform at The Garage as part of the 8th Annual Pittsfield CityJazz Festival 
Pittsfield, MA – Michael Bellar and the As-Is Ensemble arrive at The Garage on Wednesday, October 10 with a performance at 8:30pm and a free general improvisation workshop at 4pm. This event is part of the 8th annual Pittsfield CityJazz Festival. 

Tickets to Michael Bellar and the As-Is Ensemble are $12 in Advance, $15 Day of Show with $3 off ticket price with a Student ID. Contact the Colonial Ticket Office at 111 South Street, Pittsfield by calling 413-997-4444. Tickets may also be purchased online at www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. The ticket office is open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm or on any performance day from 10am until curtain. More information on the Pittsfield CityJazz Festival can be found at www.berkshiresjazz.org.
 

An innovative chameleon on almost anything with keys, including acoustic and electric pianos, accordion and Hammond organ, Michael Bellar and the AS-IS Ensemble have been turning heads in venues around the country. The group, which calls its sound “ecstatic improvisational groove music,” is comprised of musicians who have played and/or recorded with artists such as Amos Lee, Bjork, Imogen Heap, Aretha Franklin, Art Garfunkel and Slavic Soul Party. One thing that can be promised is that no two AS-IS Ensemble shows will ever be the same. 

The band consists of Michael Bellar who plays all acoustic and electromagnetic keyboards, accordion, hammond organ and percussion, Brad Wentworth on the drums and percussion, Rob Jost on acoustic and electronic basses and Brook Martinez on percussion. Their latest CD, Oh No Oh Wow, draws from over two hours of newly recorded music and includes both originals by Michael Bellar and completely re-worked covers from artists as varied as Fleet Foxes, Jimi Hendrix, Leonard Cohen and Bob Marley. 

The general improvisation workshop will be curated by Michael Bellar, beginning at 4pm in The Garage. This workshop will be free and open to the general public. Come discover how Michael and the band approach music and improvisation. This is a unique opportunity to get a glimpse into the mind of an accomplished and inventive musician. Bring your instruments and bring your questions! 

 

“Close your eyes, and you can (almost) imagine them playing an outdoor festival for tie-dye kids one day and a New York jazz club the next.” - Billboard Magazine
 
"This renegade trio led by keyboardist and sonic explorer Michael Bellar blends pop, rock, funk, jazz and world music elements into a provocative brew on this spirited alt-jazz outing. Fans of Medeski Martin & Wood and Jacob Fred Jazz Odyssey will dig this." - Jazz Times
 

“.....the generally hip might dig the upbeat and refreshing sounds of keyboardist Michael Bellar's AS-IS Ensemble. And while the trio abides by a manifesto balanced with aggression, chops and clever song-forms, it manages to carve out an attention-grabbing and distinct music persona throughout. Hence, the title Turned On Turned Up....It's a no-holds barred fest......” - All About Jazz

For promotional images, please go to: http://gallery.berkshiretheatre.org/main.php?g2_itemId=7360

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (408 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 10,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.



