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For Immediate Release, please: Friday, May 17, 2013 
Berkshire Theatre Group Holds 8th Annual Richie duPont Award Event 
to Raise Funds for BTG PLAYS! Camp Scholarships 
Pittsfield, MA – Berkshire Theatre Group is thrilled to be holding the 8th Annual Richie duPont Award Event on June 8 at 8pm at Firefly Restaurant in Lenox. 

Tickets to the 8th Annual Richie duPont Award Event are $20. Contact the Colonial Ticket Office at 111 South Street, Pittsfield by calling 413-997-4444. Tickets can also be bought online at www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. The Ticket Office is open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm or on any performance day from 10am until curtain.

The Richie duPont Award was started in memory of the talented young actor, Richie duPont, who was a part of the Berkshire Theatre Group community, where he performed in two productions on the Fitzpatrick Main Stage. To honor his memory, the fund was established in 2005 to enable children to pursue their dreams of being on stage and afford them the opportunity to attend one of the BTG PLAYS! camp sessions.

James Fairbrother, age nine, a recipient of the Richie DuPont Award and participant in BTG PLAYS! April Vacation Camp, has said about BTG PLAYS! camps, “One thing that I learned that surprised me: at first I didn't know I liked theatre, but then I really liked it! I had fun and liked putting on our play The Ugly Duckling.”

James’ mom, Ivy Cote, commented, “I chose BTG PLAYS! for James' April break because he had not had a theatre experience before. One thing that stuck with James from his experience in BTG PLAYS! is to be open to trying something new and a little risky (being on stage). Once he got over his initial hesitancy, he loved being part of a performance team. BTG PLAYS! taught him to not be afraid to try something new. Give it a chance even if you're not sure you like it at first. It feels great to be part of a group working together for one goal: to perform a play that others will enjoy!”

The Annual Richie duPont Award Event will celebrate the life of Richie duPont and send kids to BTG PLAYS! summer acting camps. The Tony Lee Thomas Band will perform, and there will be a silent auction and light fare.
Sponsored by David Winn, Maureen Stanton, Firefly and Your Color Connection.

Berkshire Theatre Group’s other 2013 benefit events:

Oklahoma! Opening Night Celebration
July 6 at 5pm 
at The Colonial Theatre
Enjoy a preshow dinner, opening night performance, and a post show party with the cast.

Never Neverland Party
August 11 at 2pm
at The Colonial Theatre
Enjoy a family friendly dance party following a matinee performance of our community show, Peter Pan.

Annual Benefit Gala
November 9 at The Colonial Theatre

For more information on Berkshire Theatre Group’s benefit events, contact Tara Young, Manager of Special Events and Donor Relations, at 413-448-8084 x14.

For more information about the the Richie duPont Event and our education programs, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
###
About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA and Pittsfield, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (400 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage, located on the grounds of BTF in Stockbridge, and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. BTG serves over 100,000 patrons per year and reaches over 17,000 students through its educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.

