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For Immediate Release, please: Friday, October 26, 2012

Berkshire Theatre Group Announces I Own A Theatre On Stage Celebration: A Gala Event Honoring Berkshire Theatre Group's Education Programs

Pittsfield, MA – Berkshire Theatre Group is excited to announce its annual gala event, “I Own A Theatre On Stage Celebration: A Gala Event Honoring Berkshire Theatre Group's Education Programs,” on November 10, 2012 at The Colonial Theatre. All proceeds benefit Berkshire Theatre Group’s numerous Education Programs.

The Gala Celebration will commence at 6pm in The Colonial Theatre’s historic lobby with drinks provided by Berkshire Mountain Distillers and hors d’oeuvres provided by Haven. At 7pm the festivities continue with dinner served on the Colonial stage with entrees provided by Mazzeo’s Ristorante and dessert provided by Mary’s Carrot Cake. While guests enjoy dinner, they will be entertained by the talented children from BTG’s community shows and exciting performances from BTG Alumnus including Natalie Caruncho who will reprise “What I Did For Love” from this summer’s hit musical A Chorus Line. An auction to benefit BTG Plays! will be held with members of Fagin’s Gang helping to coax funds out of audience members’ pockets. Finally, a special boy who never grows up will fly in just in time to whisk everyone off to The Garage! The evening’s revelry will continue with DJ BFG’s beats as guests dance the night away in The Garage with late night snacks provided by Baba Louie’s and Chocolate Springs.

Education and training programs are a fundamental component of Berkshire Theatre Group’s mission to serve our community. Study after study concludes that children who are introduced to the arts and given a chance to participate are more successful throughout their lives. BTG is proud to provide a multitude of arts opportunities to students. BTG Plays! encompasses in-school residency programs, vacation camps, after school classes, and the annual community production, through which local students have explored the art of theatre and shared their individual voices and creativity. This fall marked the 7th Annual Berkshire Theatre Group’s Children’s Theatre production. Over 230 children grades 3 and up from 35 school districts performed in four sold out performances of Oliver! at the Colonial. Berkshire Theatre Group’s Performing Arts for Schools provide affordable field trips to BTG’s theatres, allowing students to experience diverse, educational and entertaining programs that reinforce classroom curriculum while fostering an understanding of and appreciation for the arts.


BTG has a strong commitment to investing in the next generation of theatre artists. Our highly regarded Summer Performance Training Apprentice Program, founded in 1929, offers students annually from all over the country, a multifaceted approach to actor training that combines a strong emphasis on movement and vocal technique. Apprentices are vital members of the BTG community, performing on at least one of our many stages, taking classes each day and assisting in a variety of departments. In addition, BTG provides internships and assistantships in all technical and administrative theatre fields. 

BTG’s goal is to better the quality of life in the Berkshires with diverse programming and a strong educational curriculum. While we primarily seek to enrich the cultural life of the community, the members of our staff and company, as well as audience members and donors, cannot help but contribute economically to the Berkshires. Now merged as Berkshire Theatre Group, the organization itself invests an estimated 3.8 million locally and total annual staffing is approximately 800 people. BTG now has a total economic impact of more than 6 million dollars. We now serve 17,000 students and meet 100,000 patrons on our stages annually.


Nurturing a symbiotic relationship between the theatre and our community is essential to a strong future for BTG, the Berkshires and our region. When you give to BTG, you have a positive impact both on our ability to produce works of cultural value and on your community. Our contributions to the local economy and educational programming help make possible an enriched present and future for Berkshire County.

$500 VIP Silver Sponsorship includes recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the I Own A Theatre Onstage Celebration Program Book and admission to the reception in the Historic Lobby, the Onstage Celebration and the Dance Party in The Garage. A $250 VIP Tickets includes admission to the reception in the Historic Lobby, the Onstage Celebration and the Dance Party in The Garage. A $150 Patron Ticket includes admission to the Onstage Celebration and the Dance Party in The Garage. A $75 Ticket gains admission to the Dance Party in The Garage. To purchase tickets call Tara Young at 413-448-8084 x14 or go to www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. 

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org

###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (400 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 17,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.

