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Berkshire Theatre Group Announces Fall 2012 Line Up of Events
Pittsfield, MA – Berkshire Theatre Group and Artistic Director/CEO Kate Maguire are excited to announce a full Fall line-up for The Colonial Theatre, The Garage and The Unicorn Theatre.

Berkshire Theatre Group’s Fall is filled with outstanding theatre, musical artists, comedy, community events and workshops. With Oliver!, The Puppetmaster of Lodz, The Pre-Broadway Workshop: FOUND and A Christmas Carol on the way, BTG’s theatrical season carries on after a strong summer. BTG also continues its tradition of presenting quality music with artists such as Kenny Rogers, Michael Bellar and the As-Is Ensemble, Barefoot Truth, The New England Jazz Ensemble, Romance, Soul & Rock ‘n Roll, Albert Cummings, Ronan Tynan, Matt Cusson, Arlo Guthrie, Gaia Roots and Mary Verdi. The kid-friendly shows, Story Pirates and Eric Carle’s Treasured Stories, will excite and interest children of all ages. Comedian and author, Sandra Bernhard, will have audiences rolling in the aisles with her smart, biting humor. Finally, Berkshire Theatre Group’s festival of new works, Made in the Berkshires, will celebrate the talents of Berkshire County with a wide array of events that embody BTG’s commitment to presenting the best in the arts.            

Tickets are available for purchase to members on September 7 and to all on September 10. Contact the Colonial Ticket Office at 111 South Street, Pittsfield by calling 413-997-4444. Tickets may also be purchased online at www.berkshiretheatregroup.org. The Ticket Office is open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm or on any performance day from 10am until curtain. All plays, schedules, casting and prices are subject to change.

Oliver!
music, lyrics and book by Lionel Bart • licensed by arrangement with Oliver Productions, Ltd. and Oliver Promotions, Ltd • directed by Travis G. Daly
9/7-9/9
Fri–Sat at 7:30pm; Sat–Sun at 2pm

Tickets: $25 for adults, $10 for children 16 and under
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Oliver! is the beloved musical about a young orphan who runs away and joins a band of thieves all in the pursuit of a real home. “Consider Yourself” invited to Berkshire Theatre Group’s 7th Annual BTG Children’s Theatre Production.


The Puppetmaster of Lodz
by Gilles Ségal • translated by Sara O’Connor • directed by Brian Roff
9/13-10/7
Thurs-Sat: 7pm; Sun: 2pm
Tickets: $45
At The Unicorn Theatre, Stockbridge 

 A Jewish man has escaped from one of the most notorious concentration camps in Germany only to be yet again imprisoned in an imaginary world. Try as he might to create a world far from the tragedy of the camps—he and we are finally faced with the question: will this horrifying war ever end?

Story Pirates
9/15 at 2pm
Tickets: $15
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Whether it’s a world where cats can fly or a rock opera about fuzzy alien tickle monsters, the Pirates will turn any short story into a hilarious sketch comedy musical! Described as “Monty Python meets Schoolhouse Rock,” this show is different every time, and includes a story that’s improvised onstage based on suggestions from the kids in the audience. Story Pirates is pitched perfectly to grownups and kids alike!

Pre-Broadway Workshop: FOUND
9/21-9/22
Friday at 8pm
Saturday at 2pm and 8pm
Tickets: $25 • Students: $20 • VIP: $75 (9/22 8pm Only Pre-show Champagne Reception with Randy Harrison & other Broadway friends)
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Based on Davy Rothbart’s Found books, magazines, tours and appearances on This American Life comes a new musical comedy about the things we’ve lost and the ways they bring us together. Tony-nominated book writer Hunter Bell joins composer/lyricist Eli Bolin, director Lee Overtree, and the Story Pirates troupe in an account of Davy’s life and loves as he performs around the country, set against a backdrop of the hilarious and heart-breaking real notes and letters from the pages of Found. “A fascinating way to eavesdrop on the lives of our fellow man.” -David Letterman

Kenny Rogers
9/27 at 8pm
Tickets: A: $125 B: $100 C: $50
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Rogers has sold more than 120 million records worldwide and recorded more than 65 albums during his storied 54 years in show business. His long list of timeless classics includes an impressive 24 #1 hits, such as “The Gambler,” “Lady,” “Lucille,” “Coward Of The County,” “She Believes in Me,” and “Islands in the Stream” (with Dolly Parton). His Greatest Hits album has sold over 24 million copies worldwide to date. He is the RIAA’s 8th best-selling male artist of all time with one Diamond album, 19 Platinum albums and 31 Gold albums. Kenny Rogers is the singer, the photographer, the producer, the actor, the songwriter, and of course—The Gambler.

Moby Dick Rehearsed
by Orson Welles, adapted from Herman Melville
9/28 at 7:30pm
Tickets: $10
At The Garage, Pittsfield

Moby Dick—Rehearsed, Orson Welles’ adaptation of Herman Melville’s legendary novel, follows the young sailor, Ishmael, on his epic journey sailing across the world under the infamous Captain Ahab in pursuit of Moby Dick, the Great White Whale. Culminating in a colossal battle between man and beast, this staged reading will leave audiences on the edge of their seats. Presented as a part of “Call Me Melville.”

Made in the Berkshires
10/5-10/7
Tickets: $15 Single Event • $50 Opening Night • $100 Festival Pass
At The Colonial, The Unicorn, The Fitzpatrick Main Stage and The Garage

Made in the Berkshires is a locally-grown festival of new works featuring cutting-edge theatre, live music, film, short stories and dance. Audiences will enjoy the breadth and depth of the artistic talent that has landed in Berkshire County while celebrating the best in the visual and performing arts. BTG is excited to announce that Governor Deval L. Patrick will serve as the Honorary Chair of this year’s festival. Join the Governor in celebrating Made in the Berkshires. www.MadeInTheBerkshires.org. Sponsored by Kate & Hans Morris and Morris House Antiques & Interiors LLC.

Michael Bellar and the As-Is Ensemble
10/10 at 8:30pm Free General Improvisation Workshop 4pm 
Tickets: $12 in Advance • $15 Day of Show • $3 off ticket price with Student ID
At The Garage, Pittsfield

An innovative chameleon on almost anything with keys, including acoustic and electric pianos, accordion and Hammond organ, Michael Bellar and the AS-IS Ensemble have been turning heads in venues around the country. The group, which calls its sound “ecstatic improvisational groove music,” is comprised of musicians who have played and/or recorded with artists such as Amos Lee, Bjork, Imogen Heap, Aretha Franklin, Art Garfunkel and Slavic Soul Party. One thing that can be promised is that no two AS-IS Ensemble shows will ever be the same. www.michaelbellar.com

Barefoot Truth Farewell Tour
10/12 at 8pm
Tickets: A: $27.50 B: $17.50
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

New England based roots rock band, Barefoot Truth, has shared the stage with artists such as Crosby & Nash, Ray Lamontagne, O.A.R., and Michael Franti. However, the band has decided that it’s time for them to turn a new chapter—this fall will mark the final shows for Barefoot Truth. Come join Barefoot Truth in celebrating seven years of music and friendship.

The New England Jazz Ensemble with Guest Artists Ali Ryerson and Giacomo Gates
10/13 at 8pm
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield
Tickets: A: $25 B: $15

In collaboration with the Pittsfield CityJazz Festival, the New England Jazz Ensemble returns with a new program, taken from their latest CD, It’s a Grand Night for Swinging. This big-band performance features two guest artists, jazz/blues vocalist, Giacomo Gates, and remarkable flutist, Ali Ryerson.

Sandra Bernhard: I Love Being Me, Don’t You?
10/20 at 8pm
Tickets: VIP $65 (premium seating) A: $50 B: $35
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Sandra Bernhard’s live performances are a thrilling hybrid of stand-up comedy and rock ‘n roll, a raucous mix of political satire, pop culture commentary and cabaret. “The experience is like hanging out with a hip and funny friend who never fails to lift you up with her outrageous freedom.” -Los Angeles Times

Romance, Soul & Rock ‘n Roll: Music Sweet Music
10/25-10/26 at 7:30pm
Tickets: $20
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Romance, Soul & Rock N’ Roll, invite you to Music Sweet Music directed by Ted Concepcion with Musical Direction by David Picard and choreography by Becky Clemons. Now in their 11th year, RSRR promises that this year’s show, with live band and multi-talented cast, will be just as exciting and entertaining as ever! Tickets sell fast, so don’t wait—you won’t want to miss it! Proceeds benefit Berkshire Theatre Group.

Albert Cummings
10/27 at 8pm
Tickets: A: $25 B: $15
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Breaking every cliché associated with the blues while producing some of the most powerful music of the 21st century comes naturally to Albert Cummings. With tours and shows alongside blues legends B.B. King, Johnny Winter, Buddy Guy and others, Cummings is a man of his times and a man for the times. He has taken tradition and built his own musical edifice that expresses his thoughts and dreams. This Berkshires-based blues guitarist will have audiences tappin’ their toes and swayin’ in their seats.

Eric Carle’s Treasured Stories
10/28 at 2pm
Tickets: $15
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

This much-anticipated new production from Mermaid Theatre brings together three of Eric Carle’s most beloved tales. The Very Hungry Caterpillar is joined by a whimsical cast of adventurous animals drawn from the pages of Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, and a young girl on an unusual quest from the poignant story, Papa, Please Get The Moon For Me. Evocative music, stunning visual effects and innovative puppetry entertain and educate.

Ronan Tynan
11/3 at 8pm
Tickets: VIP: $55 (premium seating) A: $45 B: $30
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Ronan Tynan, the singer with the big voice and equally big heart, was originally introduced to international audiences as a member of the Irish Tenors. Tynan claims that America has given him so much more than he’ll ever be able to give back, however, those who have attended his concerts, basking in the stirring beauty of his music and rolling with laughter at his self-effacing humor, may well just have to disagree.

Matt Cusson: Up Close and Personal
11/9 at 8pm • Free Songwriting Workshop 4pm 
Tickets: $15
At The Garage, Pittsfield

Matt Cusson is an award-winning singer-songwriter who has performed with James Taylor, Stevie Wonder, Christina Aguilera and Brian McKnight among many others. His jazz ballad “One of Those Nights” won the John Lennon Songwriting Contest and Maxell Song of the Year. Join this stellar musician for a songwriting workshop and then see the master at work.

Arlo Guthrie: Here Comes The Kid a Tribute To Woody Guthrie’s 100th Birthday
11/16 at 8pm
Tickets: VIP: $65 (premium seating) A: $55 B: $30
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Arlo Guthrie has always honored his father in song as well as in life. With Woody’s 100th birthday approaching, Arlo’s new solo tour is a celebration of Woody Guthrie’s immeasurable contributions to the landscape of American folk music. Best known for his song “This Land is Our Land,” Woody was a giant in the folk movement, inspiring a generation of new folk musicians, including Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, Bob Dylan and of course his son, Arlo.

Gaia Roots
11/28 at 8pm • Educational Workshop at 7pm 
Tickets : Performance & Workshop: $15 • Performance Only: $10 Workshop Only: $10
At The Garage, Pittsfield
Inspired by roots music from West Africa, the Caribbean and around the world, Gaia Roots World Music and Dance Ensemble blends drumming, dance, vocal harmonies and story into a unique weave of traditional music and original creations. Gaia Roots’ CD Mother Drum is available at iTunes and at www.gaiaroots.com.

Christmas At the Colonial with Mary Verdi, with Special Guest Tony Lee Thomas
12/1 at 2pm and 7pm
Tickets: $20 for adults, $10 for children 16 and under
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Christmas at the Colonial with Mary Verdi has become a cornerstone event in the Berkshires. This lively show begins the holiday season and will have you and your family singing along to all of the wonderful Christmas songs! Mary Verdi, a local singer/songwriter, who recently sang at the Pentagon, takes the stage with her seven piece band, bell choir, dancers, children singers, and of course, Santa Claus. Don’t miss this family-friendly Christmas show!

A Christmas Carol 
by Charles Dickens • adapted by Eric Hill • directed by Eric Hill
12/15-12/30
Tickets: TBA
At The Colonial Theatre, Pittsfield

Revel in the joy and redemptive power of Christmas as told in the timeless tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, the infamous miser who is reformed and shown the error of his ways by four spirits. Journey back to Victorian England and experience the classic story filled with terrific turns and infused with holiday music.

For more information about the performance, please visit our website at www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org
###

About Berkshire Theatre Group
The Colonial Theatre, founded in 1903, and Berkshire Theatre Festival, founded in 1928, are two of the oldest cultural organizations in the Berkshires.  Having united in November of 2010 under the leadership of Artistic Director and CEO Kate Maguire, these two institutions are providing the Berkshires and beyond with the finest in live theatre, music, dance and the visual arts on five stages in Stockbridge, MA, Pittsfield, MA and Lenox, MA. The Fitzpatrick Main Stage (408 seats), cataloged by the National Register of Historic Places, was originally designed and built by Stanford White as the Stockbridge Casino in 1888. The intimate Unicorn Theatre (122 seats) is a home for emerging artists and new theatrical ideas. The Colonial in Pittsfield (780 seats) re-opened in August of 2006, following a $21 million restoration, and boasts pristine acoustics, classic gilded age architecture and state-of-the-art technical systems. BTG also performs at the newly built outdoor Neil Ellenoff stage at the Mount and at The Garage, a music venue located in the lobby of The Colonial. Together they serve over 100,000 patrons per year and reach over 10,000 students through their educational and outreach programs. For more information on BTF call (413) 298-5536 and on The Colonial call (413) 448-8084. To purchase tickets, call (413) 997-4444 or (413) 298-5576 or go online to www.BerkshireTheatreGroup.org.



